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July 2, 2009
Dear Prime Minister Berlusconi,

As you prepare for next week’s G8 Summit, | write on behalf of the White Ribbon Alliance for
Safe Motherhood’s global membership — which includes thousands of individuals and
organizations spanning 140 countries — to express the importance of investing in health and
women with the specific goal of preventing maternal death and disability.

The statistics remain shocking — each year more than half a million women lose their lives
needlessly in pregnancy and childbirth due to lack of basic health care, and more than half of
Africa’s women give birth without a trained health care provider. As you know, the commitment
to reduce maternal mortality by 75%, as outlined in Millennium Development Goal 5, remains
grossly off track. It is shameful that maternal death stands as the greatest inequity of the 21
century when 80% of these deaths are preventable. The critical investment needed is in health
workers and health systems able to deliver basic and emergency care.

You, and the other leaders of the G8, have the power to take the proper action to reduce
maternal mortality around the world. Indeed, last year's G8 Summit was a real breakthrough in
that you recognized the need to boost your efforts to tackle Millennium Development Goal 5 by
addressing the critical shortage of health workers in the developing world. Keep this promise to
the women of the world and lead by example.

As the host of this year's G8, we ask that you commit to urgent action: accept the High Level
Task Force on Innovative Financing’'s recommendations that will provide long-term sustainable
and additional funding of at least $10 billion for health systems strengthening; pledge to
increase the number of births attended by a skilled birth attendant by an extra 120 million by
2012; and adopt the Global Consensus on Maternal and Newborn Health and commit to
supporting evidence-based, cost effective solutions to reduce maternal mortality.

There are many competing priorities and crises to address at this G8 and you bear much weight
on your shoulders. But remember — women lie at the economic heart of the developing world.
By saving a mother, you are also saving her child and reducing the likelihood of her family, and
those in her community, from living in poverty. Healthy mothers build healthy families, healthy
communities and contribute to a healthy economy. We thank you again for what you have done
and continue to do in this regard. We look forward to knowing the significant steps you have
taken to follow through on what must be done to prevent women from dying needlessly in
pregnancy and childbirth. Thank you.



Sincerely,

Theresa Shaver, President/Executive Director
On behalf of the White Ribbon Alliance for Safe Motherhood and the following Organizational
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against AIDS in Kilimajaro)

Engender Health,
Tanzania

Zanzibar Safe Motherhood
Project

Kivulina Women's Rights
Organization

Geita Nursing and

Coastal Women
Environmental
Conservation and Poverty
Alleviation

Midwifery School Tosamaganga Hospital
Kisare Nursing and Tosamaganga Nursing
Midwifery School and Midwifery School

Korogwe District Hospital

Tanzania Charity

UMATI - Family Planning
Association of Tanzania

Dareda School of Nursing
and Midwifery

Tanzania Association for
Traditional Medicine

Research and Treatment
of Chronic Malaria & HIV

Africare, Tanzania

Ukonga Maternity Faith
Based Organization

Tanzania Disabled
Persons Movement

CARITAS Tanzania

UMATI - Family Planning
Association of Tanzania

Society for Women and
AIDS Africa Tanzania
(SWAAT)

TVT

The OIld Mkalama Youth
Centre

Sumve Hospital

Bulongwa Luth Hospital

Population Services
International, Tanzania

CARITAS Kigoma

Radio Tanzania

Paediatric Association of
Tanzania (PAT)

Peramiho Mission Hospital

ELCT-AQUIRE Project

Project

St Joseph Kagondo
Hospital

World Vision Morogoro
HIV/AIDS Project

White Ribbon Alliance for
Safe Motherhood in
Tanzania (WRATZ)
Ruwodefu

Association de Personnes
Vivant avec le VIH/SIDA
Carrefour de
Développement

Global Health-International
(GH-I)

Uganda

Organization for the Good
Life of the Marginalized
(OGLM)

Jinja District
Administration in Health
Directorate

Coalition for Rural Women
and Youth Ecological
Agriculture

St Joseph Kagondo
Hospital

The Catholic Diocese of
Mbulu

Department for
International Development
(DFID), Tanzania

Kyabugimbi Community
Based Health Care
Association (KCBHC)

Dodoma Regional Hospital

UNFPA, Tanzania

Vicoba Sustainable
Development Agency

Pempa Development Trust
Fund

Africa Midwives Research
Network

Mildmay Uganda

Bagamoyo Women
Development Network
(BAWODENE)

PRINMAT (Private nurses
midwives association of
Tanzania)

Entebbe Secondary
School

Consider — Uganda

Tanzania Marginalized
Areas Community
Services Foundation

Reproductive and Child
Health (MOH)

World Health

Foundation for Achieving
Community Development
and Empowerment

Bagamoyo School of
Nursing and Midwifery

Organization, Tanzania (FACODE)
Lindi Women's Paralegal Marie Stopes International,
Aid Centre Uganda

Temeke Municipal
Hospital

Bagamoyo District
Hospital

Masaka School of
Comprehensive Nursing

Arumeru District Hospital

DMO's Office Biharamulo

Bandera Project

AGOTA Muhilimbili
University College of
Health Sciences

CARE, Tanzania

St Jospeh Catholic
Diocese

TARENA/TAMA

Same MNTC

CARITAS Dev-
Sumbawanga District

DED (District Executive
Directorate - HAI Youths)

SDA Reproductive Health

Maama Omwaana Safe
Motherhood Initiative
Mbarara District Local
Government Education
Department

ActionAid International,
Uganda




Eden Cottage Women's
Association

Midwives, Chelmsford
Branch

St. Francis Healthcare
Services

Barley and Ben real
nappies

Deviate

CR2 Sacial Development
Ltd.

Anglia Ruskin Hospital

Bukaya Primary School

Directorate of Health Care,
Mukono District

The Foundation for Mother
and Child Health

Amnesty International UK

Water for Africa

Development Media
International

Eden Cottage Women's
Association, Jinja Branch

Magnificent Mamma

Medics4Timbuktu

Church of Uganda

Jinja School of Nursing
and Midwifery

CR2 Sacial Development
Ltd

Initiative for Maternal
Mortality Programme
Assessment (Immpact)

Cherub's Blanket

Maama Kevi Ma Voluntary
CHW, Women in
Development Association
(WIDAH)

Marie Stopes International
UK

Women and Children First

The Number One Health

Access to Safe
Motherhood

FGM National Clinic Group Group

Action on Pre-Eclampsia PiggyBankKids
Childhealth Advocacy The Emperor's New
International (CAl) Clothes Shop

Njeru Town Council

Hay2Timbuktu

Eden Cottage Women's
Association, Parisa Branch

The Safer Birth in Chad
Foundation

Citizen Health Information
Centre

SafeHands for Mothers

The Midmay Centre

Hope for Orphans and
Women (HOW-Uganda)

International Planned
Parenthood Federation
(IPPF)

African Medical and
Research Foundation
(AMREF) UK

Kakira Outgrowers Rural
Development Fund
(KORD)

Wishing Tree Trust

Souvenir Press

Merlin

Mbale Area Federation of
Communities - Affiliate of
Christian Children's Fund
Uganda

Interact Worldwide

BAY Medical

George Eliot Hospital NHS
Trust — Maternity

Development Foundation
for Rural Areas (DEFORA)

Kingston University

Uganda Christian
University

The Ranger Production
Company

Merlin - Medical
Emergency Relief
International

Every Picture Media

Mummo Ltd.

Hope for Grace Kodindo

Plan UK

United States of America

Midwives Alliance of North
America

Main Drug Shop Mbikko

Karimojong Community
Child Welfare Initiatives

Advanced Life Support
Group

HealthySalone Gregory Fletcher Outreach
Plum Baby University of Michigan
LifeLine Network Department of Obstetrics
International and Gynecology Global

MumsRock Limited

KACOCI
United Kingdom

Save The Children, UK

Options Consultancy
Services Ltd.

Scotland/Malawi
Anesthesia

Many Hands Media

Safe Birth UK

School of Midwifery,
University of Plymouth

FORWARD

Sponsor a Mum

Maternity Worldwide

MedicAid Africa

Women's Aid

KOOLcr

Institute for Women's
Health

Here and There
Educational Trust

Royal College of

Fertile Ground

Initiatives

Association of Maternal
and Child Health
Programs

Management Science for
Health (MSH)

Vassar Uganda Project

Health and Medicine
Counsel of Washington

Intrahealth International,
Inc.

Jamkhed International

International Chiropractic




Pediatric Association

World Neighbors

Sofia Bean

International Center for
Traditional Childbearing

Healthy Children Project,
Inc

Nonviolent Choice
Directory

Ibis Reproductive Health

Hopes Women and Teen
Awareness Program

Boston University School
of Public Health

Kupona Foundation

Advocates for Youth

Mothers' Rights Network

CARE (Headquarters)

La Leche League
International

American Association of
Birth Centers (AABC)

Association of Women's
Health, Obstetric &
Neonatal Nurses
(AWHONN)

Midwives for Midwives

Safermaternity.org

Health & Development
International

Postpartum Support
International

Promotion de la Sante
Maternelle et Infantile
(PROSAMI)

Maternity Care Coalition

Mission India Foundation

Rowe Chatrities

Gibson Area Hospital

Maine Association of
Certified Professional
Midwives

Teach International, Inc.

International Federation of
Christian Ministers:
Commission on Women
and Children

New York State Safe
Motherhood Initiative,
ACOG

Malika Kambe Umfazi
Sorority, Inc.

OEUF LLC

The Hunger Project

Birth and Parenting

The Niapele Project

Kybele, Inc.

Harvard School of Public
Health

Education Merlin USA
Mothers Moon MAD River Community
National Coalition of 100 Hospital

Black Women Stone
Mountain-Lithonia Chapter

Mothers' Advocates
International Alliance for

University of Missouri United States Agency for Midwifery (MAIAM)
School of Journalism International Development Women and Babies
Sacred Birth Place (USAID) (Headquarters) Hospital

The Afiya Center: HIV Shane Townsend Tollgate Ob/Gyn
Prevention & Reproductive Freelance Writing Associates

Justice

American Medical Student
Association

Kristin Brooks Hope
Center

HealthRight International

SisterLove, Inc.

Our Voices Together

Global Health Action

Women's Commission for
Refugee Women and
Children

National Women's Health
Network

Feminist Peace Network

Wisconsin Guild of
Midwives

John Snow Research and
Training Institute, Inc.
(Headquarters)

Psychotherapy for Adults
& Couples Private
Practice

University Research Co,
LLC

Ipas (Headquarters)

Ocean Birth Weaver

U.S. Pharmacopeia,
Global Assistance
Initiatives

Ford Concierge Nurses

Women's & Children's
Services, Lourdes Hospital

The Violet Heart/
Restoring Moments

Community Health
Information Education
Forum (CHIEF)

The Big Push for Midwives
Campaign

UCLA Center for
International Medicine

American College of
Nurse-Midwives (ACNM)

Project HOPE

McGowan Media, Inc.

Texas Teratogen
Information Service

Alpha Maxx Healthcare,
Inc

Fistula Foundation

Baltimore Birthing Project

Midwifery Today

Program for Appropriate
Technology in Health
(PATH) (Headquarters)

NEKTI Consulting

Americans for African
Medical Aid

Sujen, LLC

Maternity Tuggs
Comfortable Maternity
Suspenders

Rockbridge Midwifery
Care

National Coalition of 100
Black Women, Stone




Mountain-Lithonia Chapter

Sciences Programs

Family Care International

ACME Recording Studio of
Scottsdale, AZ

Communications
Consortium Media Center
(CCMC)

ZWRASM/JHPIEGO
Offices

Zambia Nurses
Association

Foundation for the
Advancement of Midwifery

Seattle Home Maternity
Service

African Mothers Health
Initiative

Concern Worldwide

University of Zambia
Department of Community
Medicine

CORE Group

Norwood High School:
Global Issues Classes

Creative Associates
International, Inc.

Safe Teenage Child
Foundation

JHPIEGO, Zambia

The George Washington
University Africa Center for
Health and Human
Security

Midwives for Haiti

Illinois Maternal and Child
Health Coalition

Thai Traditions

Dragonfly Doulas

Southwest Wisconsin
Technical College

The Motherhood

Moneypenny PA and
Liaison, LLC

Chrisitan Connections for
International Health

Association of Nurse
Advocates for Childbirth
Solutions (ANACS)

Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation

Birthcircle

Catholic Relief Services

Women Deliver

Family Care International

Childbirthsolutions Inc.

Nike Foundation

American International
Health Alliance

The African Cultural
Exchange

First Candle/SIDS Alliance

Asociacion Obstetrica del

PATH, Vietham

UruEuaﬁ

Save the Children USA,
Vietnam

Yemen

Basic Health Services
Program (BHS), Pathfinder
International

Yemen Family Care
Association

Al-Saleh Social
Foundation for
Development

Heart of Hannah

Jhpiego (Headquarters)

Youth Leadership
Development Foundation

ACCESS Program
(Headquarters)

Florida Friends of
Midwives

PHEND Network

Al Ghith

National Population
Council

National Safe Motherhood
Alliance — Yemen

The Safe Motherhood
Quilt Project

Ministry of General Health
and People

One by One

Coalition for Positive
Outcomes in Pregnancy

Commonweal

Pathfinder International

Arab Association of
Political Science

District Health
Management Board

George Washington
University, Health

Zambia Integrated Health
Program

Christian Resource and
Information Centre

Zambia Integrated Health
Program

Saving Loans Association
Chindwin Home Based
Care

POLICY Project, Zambia

Zimbabwe Confederation
of Midwives

UNICEF — Zimbabwe

Health Development Trust

FrontLine Development
Trust







