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Making Voices Heard on International Women’s Day 

Dear name, 

I am writing to you as a member of the White Ribbon Alliance for Safe Motherhood, a global members organization working in 155 countries to advocate for the prevention of needless deaths in pregnancy and childbirth. 

[Country context – for example: In Uganda, 16 women are dying every day from pregnancy related complications and there is a shortage of 2000 midwives in the country.] 

[Commitment? If your government has made a commitment to maternal health, use this paragraph to recognize the commitment(s). Sample text: I understand that the Government has recognized that more must be done on this issue and in 2011 committed to [see http://everywomaneverychild.org/commitments/governments] ensure that comprehensive Emergency Obstetric and Newborn Care (EmONC) services in hospitals increase from 70% to 100% and in health centers from 17% to 50%; and to ensure that basic EmONC services are available in all health centers; and will ensure that skilled providers are available in hard to reach/hard to serve areas. Uganda also commits to reduce the unmet need for family planning from 40% to 20%; increase focused Antenatal Care from 42% to 75%. 
I am calling on you, as a Member of Parliament, to play your part for the women and children of your country and champion this issue within the government. As part of a global call for action on International Women’s Day, 8 March 2012, we are calling on political leaders from around the world to issue public statements detailing how you will play your part to improve maternal health and join the White Ribbon Alliance to stay informed on this issue.  I hope that you will join us in these efforts and make public your commitment to improving maternal health. 
If you are interested, please contact me via [telephone/email/etc]. I look forward to working with you.

Your constituent,
Name
